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Dear Families and Friends, 
 
I am happy to announce The Hunter School of Music has entered into its 4th year! In March, 2015, I 
opened what is now The Hunter School of Music at 1040 Park Avenue, Suite 100 in San Jose, CA. 
Since then we have grown into a school with 5 highly talented music instructors offering lessons in 
piano, flute, guitar, ukulele, mandolin, and music theory, we have over 110 enrolled students, have 
organized over 20 student recitals, and have hosted numerous concerts to support local musicians.  
 
Many people probably think that the school is named after me, but in fact The Hunter School of 
Music is named after my father, Ronald Hunter, who was a talented trumpet player and an 
incredibly skilled carpenter. He played an important role in supporting my musical studies 
throughout my entire life. He was always there to lovingly support and guide me at every concert, 
audition, and competition. He also supported music in the community and was president of the high 
school music boosters. Brian and I attended music school together at Temple University in 
Philadelphia. It was at our Bachelor of Music graduation that Brian met my father. Unfortunately, 
and unexpectedly, he passed away the following year. When I decided to start a music school and 
Brian decided to move to CA to teach with me we brainstormed together to figure out what the best 
name would be for the school. After much contemplating, we decided it would be a great honor to 
name the school after my father. 
 
I believe we have a highly skilled, motivated, talented, and caring group of instructors at The 
Hunter School of Music. This newsletter is to highlight and share with you the wonderful things 
currently happening in each of their lives.  
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Hunter, Director	
	

	
	

• Saturday, June 2nd, 3:00pm at Foothills Presbyterian Church, 5301 McKee Rd., San Jose. 
• Saturday, June 9th, 11:00am (part of the Berkeley Festival Fringe Concert) at Christian  

Science Organization, 2601 Durant Ave, Berkeley. 
• Thursday, June 28th, 7:00pm at the Museum of American Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo 

Alto. 

Amy Hunter has been an active performer in the Peralta 
Consort based in San Jose, CA for the past two years. The 
Peralta Consort was formed in 2006 and performs early music 
on as many period style instruments as possible. Amy plays the 
harpsichord and flute with them. This year their big project has 
been working on the J.S. Bach harpsichord concerto BWV 1057 
as well as pieces by Telemann, Quantz, Vivaldi, Handel, and 
others. They will have three performances (see information 
below) all of which are open to the public. Admission is $10.  
 
This fall the piano faculty; Amy, Brian, and Philip, are planning 
a recital featuring music from the Baroque, Classical, Romantic 
and Contemporary periods. 



The Hunter School of Music Faculty Newsletter 
	
 
Brian Ciach has won the 2017-2018 American 
Prize in Composition in the orchestral, 
professional division for The Einstein Slide, a work 
inspired by medical slides of Albert Einstein's 
brain found in the Mütter Museum in Philadelphia. 
Also, his Fourth Sonata for piano was a finalist in 
the Instrumental Chamber Music professional 
division for The American Prize. Brian's Chaconne 
for amplified cello and electronic music was 
chosen from an international call-for-scores for 
performance by cellist, Nicholas Denton-Protsack, 
at the Hot Air New Music Festival at the San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music on February 25. Tubist, Guytano Martorano, and pianist, Susan 
Wass, will perform Brian's Dance King for piano and tuba in Martorano's Doctor of Musical Arts Tuba 
Recital at Texas Tech University on May 7, 2018. In June, Brian will record his five tuba and piano 
works with tubist, Dr. Paul Carlson, who commissioned the works--a project which began in 2010. 
Charles Abramovic, who is Brian's former piano teacher at Temple University, performed Brian's 
Two Berlin Preludes on April 8 in New York City and will perform his Fourth Sonata at the Curtis 
Institute of Music in Philadelphia this August. Currently composing a one-hour set of piano 
variations, Brian will soon release an original iTunes album of cell phone ringtones. Audio and 
video recordings of Dr. Ciach's music and piano recordings can be found on YouTube, 
SoundCloud, Spotify, iTunes and on his official website: http://sigh-ackmusic.org.  
 
 
	

Todd Kimball was graciously invited this year 
to join the Stanford Alumni Jazz Big Band directed 
by the legendary Ray Brown.  Ray was the Big Band 
arranger and lead trumpet for the Stan Kenton Big 
band and has taught at UCSC and currently teaches 
at Cabrillo College in Aptos.  All the music 
performed in this band are Mr. Browns 
arrangements which are incredibly challenging 
and virtuosic.  Todd is incredibly motivated and 
disciplined, always learning new styles, 
techniques, and methods. This year he enrolled in 
the Jimmy Bruno online guitar workshop.  Jimmy 

Bruno has played with some of the biggest names in the business.   Buddy Rich, Frank Sinatra, Henry 
Mancini, Donny and Marie Osmond, Wayne Newton among others.  He was one of the top studio 
musicians in LA during the 1970's when he was in his early 20's.   He has a no-nonsense approach 
to jazz guitar with an emphasis on ear training.  Todd routinely submits videos of his playing on the 
website and Mr. Bruno critiques them and gives his advice and new assignments.		Learning is and 
should be a lifetime endeavor for everyone. 
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Austin Nickel is an incredibly creative singer-songwriter 
who is currently working on a yet to be named LP with 
Producer/Engineer Kevin Proctor. Kevin has worked in studio 
with Lady Gaga, Imagine Dragons, and The Killers to name a few. 
Austin has written and arranged every song, and played every 
instrument in the recordings excluding	the piano. Thematically 
the album is introspective and has a range of influences 
including post rock, punk, folk, and rhythm and blues. It is 
expected to be released on all streaming services later this year.  

 

 

Welcome Philip Jung, new to our piano faculty! 

Philip Jung currently has a B.M. Degree from the Juilliard 
School of Music and a M.M Degree “Magna Cum Laude” from Tel 
Aviv University. Philip has been playing the piano since the age 
of 3 and was a scholarship student of John McCarthy in the 
Preparatory Division at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. 
From fall of 1999 to 2007, Philip was on the Honorary Distinction 
List as a Preparatory Student in the San Francisco Conservatory 
of Music. He is the winner in the piano division of the 2006 
California Youth Symphony Young Artist Competition and has 
received the Steinway Society Award. Philip was invited as a 
pianist in a special contemporary music seminar presented by 
Midori in San Francisco's Herbst Theatre. During the summer, he 
attended the 2006 Summer Piano Music Festival at the Chopin 
Academy of Music in Warsaw, Poland, where he was named "Best 
Performer." In addition to being honored as a four-year 
consecutive recipient of a scholarship from the Chopin 
Foundation of the United States, Philip has received first prizes in 

the Pacific Musical Society Competition, San Francisco Chopin Competition and the 2006 Ross 
McKee Piano Competition. Philip is the only person in the thirty-year history of the Korea Times 
Competition to receive the Grand Prize as both a violinist and pianist. Philip was also awarded with 
first prize and the title of "Best Performer" for both the Romantic and Classical Periods in the San 
Francisco Young Artist's Competition.  

Philip recently returned to the Bay Area from Munich, Germany to continue his career in teaching 
and we are thrilled that this past February Philip joined us at HSM. Since his return, he has 
performed for the John Adams Young Composers Concert featuring New Music of the students from 
the Crowden Music School. He has also performed in the Bohemian Club on behalf of the San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music Director Emeritus, John McCarthy. Philip continues to play 
chamber music in the Bay Area. 
 

	

	


